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Introduction 
This strategic vision for Syrian feminist work is the result of discussions that took place for several months 
during 2023 between 58 Syrian feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives, and many 
Syrian feminist activists from the three tracks, including politicians, media professionals, writers, and experts 
in various scientific fields. 

The drafting committee, composed of feminist activists, collected, and formulated opinions emanating from 
these discussions, and deployed great effort in extracting consensus from the discussions and summarizing 
them in a preliminary draft, which they later presented to all participants and collected their feedback and 
remarks on the draft, whether verbal or written, and redrafted the document accordingly. Hence, we can 
consider that the final version included all agreed-upon opinions of organizations, initiatives, and activists. 

The entire process was supervised by Musawa in cooperation with Baytna. Musawa later undertook the 
process of proofreading, editing, and printing the final version. 

Musawa would like to extend its utmost thanks to every feminist activist who contributed to making this 
vision a reality through discussions and feedback. Special thanks also go to the drafting committee, which 
volunteered a lot of effort and time. 

All those who participated in the making of this vision hope that the needs, demands, and aspirations of 
women contained therein will receive sufficient support from those who believe in the right of every human 
being to live in freedom and dignity, in a world where justice and equality prevail. 

 

Musawa is a non-profit feminist organization, founded in Damascus in 2012, and licensed in France in 2017. 
It seeks a society based on equal citizenship that guarantees rights, freedoms, social justice, and gender 
equality for all its members, under a modern, secular, democratic state, and in a world built on peace, 
justice, and equality. Musawa aims to produce and disseminate feminist knowledge, enhancing capabilities 
of women’s rights defenders, women empowerment, encourage women participation in all areas of life, 
and build the foundations of networking and cooperation between feminist organizations and those 
defending women’s rights. 

 

Baytna is a non-governmental non-profit organization that helps empower Syrian civil society to achieve 
democratic transformation by establishing neutral spaces, disseminating knowledge, awarding grants, and 
promoting transparency and advocacy. 

 

 

Musawa 

Baytuna 
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Who are we: 
(58) Syrian feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives participated in developing this 
vision, in cooperation with Syrian feminist activists from the three tracks, who work on women's issues in 
the Syrian context. 

 

Why? 
Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives suffer from many structural and contextual 
challenges that hinder their work and their ability to influence and be effective, in addition to the 
challenges of networking and intercooperation imposed by political and geographical divides . 

The unified stances of feminist, women and women-led organizations and initiatives when significant 
events occur such as the earthquake, incidents of violence against women, or threats and defamation 
against feminist activists have demonstrated a high possibility of cooperation and solidarity, in addition to a 
tendency that has been observed in recent years of networking amongst several organizations to design 
gender-sensitive drafts of legislations, or to conceptualize comprehensive plans, or to implement joint 
projects on the ground. This suggests the possibility of developing further cooperation and networking. 

The challenges facing organizations and initiatives could be summarized as follows: 

Structural Challenges: 

1- The absence of a joint strategic framework that includes a comprehensive action framework for 
feminist organizations (despite important networking activities carried out by feminist 
organizations, such as the Coalition of Syrian Women for Democracy, the Gender Advocacy group 
for the Common Agenda for combating violence against women and girls and the Group of Women 
Organizations for Emergency Response, which can be built upon). 

2- The impact of political polarization on opportunities for coordination, networking, and cooperation 
between feminist, women and women-led organizations and initiatives, and feminist activists from 
the three tracks. 

3- Feminist and women’s activists and organizations are preoccupied with meeting the urgent needs of 
the local community. 

4- Negative competition within and between feminist, women, and women-led organizations and the 
absence of communication and information exchange across the three tracks. 

5- Weak institutional structures and the absence of internal policies, including protection policies, in 
some organizations and initiatives because of unsustainable funding, in addition to the weak 
capabilities and knowledge of some. 

6- The absence of specialized work within the broader spectrum of feminist, women and women-led 
organizations and initiatives. 
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Contextual Challenges: 

 
1- Armed conflict, deteriorating security situation in the various areas of control, and the absence of 

the rule of law. 
2- The influence of the Syrian diaspora and the distribution of feminist activists among several areas of 

influence inside Syria and areas of displacement and asylum. 
3- Patriarchal structures at the local, national, and international levels that hinder the effective 

presence of women in decision-making positions. 
4- The Constitution, discriminatory laws against women, and the absence of a law on association that 

allows freedom of civil action. 
5- Legal difficulties in countries of asylum and blind economic sanctions that limit the ability of 

organizations and activists to communicate, access, and work together. 
6- The continuous attack and systematic hate speech against feminism and feminist activists, which 

made many women refrain from working in this field despite their conviction of its importance and 
reinforced the hostility of local communities towards organizations and initiatives defending 
women’s rights. 

7- Systematic ideologization of society by all dominant parties, and extremism. 
8- Incompatibility of donor policies with the challenges of the conflict environment in which Syrian civil 

society is active, and the imposition of some agendas that are inconsistent with the context, with a 
lack of fair opportunities to support feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives, 
compared to the support received by Syrian civil society organizations working in other fields. 
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Vision: 
Attaining high levels of feminist collaborative, integrative, specialized, cross-border work, by promoting 
spaces for effective networking and solidarity in all fields, to reach an environment in which sustainability 
factors are available to support the achievement of gender equality, justice, and sustainable peace . 

 

 

 

Provide feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives spaces for specialized participatory 
action through cross-border conceptual/thematic groups. 

Implementation mechanisms: 

This goal will be achieved through the following specialized thematic conceptual groups: 

First: Development Group: 
Since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the United Nations has emphasized 
that there is no social development without complete gender equality and the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination, and there is no environmental sustainability without an active and pioneering role for 
women. Achieving this requires developing a realistic action plan appropriate to the Syrian context and its 
challenges, one that identifies the priorities that must be worked on in the short and medium term . 

The Syrian economy has gradually deteriorated in recent years as a result of resources being directed 
towards the war machine. In 2022, 90% of Syrians lived below the poverty line, and at least 12 million 
Syrians out of an estimated remaining population of around 16 million were food insecure, according to the 
World Food Programme (WFP).1 Of course, this situation, as in all countries of the world, has a greater 
impact on women, as they are among the marginalized groups in society. On the other hand, the 
population, especially internally displaced persons (IDPs), has been chafing under the yoke of deteriorating 
living conditions that are getting worse day by day, while climate threats exacerbate water and food 
insecurity, acute poverty, and a public health crisis. Today, 15.3 million people across the country are in 
need of humanitarian assistance, including 4.1 million people in the northwest alone.2 

Today, a conflict economy prevails in the Syrian economic environment. All aspects of the economy are 
linked to the decisions of those driving the conflict. This widens the gender equality gap and harms 
women’s chances of accessing the labor market or decision-making in the economic field. Women, as 
always, top the list of those suffering as a result of poverty and exploitation, because they are more 
vulnerable to low-paid informal work. 

                                                           
1 Human rights watch: https://www.hrw.org/ar/world-report/2023/country-chapters/syria#b972c4 
2 https://carnegie-mec.org/2023/08/29/ar-pub-90446 

Main Objective: 
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Social customs and discriminatory laws weaken women's economic status. According to the Central 
Statistics Office in Syria, the participation rate of women in the national labor force did not exceed 13% in 
2010, although the accuracy of these statistics is questioned because they often do not include female 
agricultural workers or those working in family investments. 

Labor, social security, and agricultural relations laws eliminate the right of women working in family 
investments to receive wages or insurance. Furthermore, the new labor law abolished collective labor 
agreements that would have benefited women's groups.3 

Inheritance is a source of property, but most women in Syria are deprived of their right to inheritance. The 
personal status law that applies to Muslims gives women half of the men’s share. However, many families 
deprive women of even this share, mainly due to the absence of deterrent legal penalties for family 
members who deprive women of their inheritance shares. This situation is further exacerbated by the 
conflict, due to the absence of law or the application of the laws of the various de facto authorities, and the 
existence of special cases, such as the refusal of the husband’s family to acknowledge the death of the 
husband or put pressure on a woman to give up her share of her husband’s inheritance . 

Before the conflict, women's ownership of property was already minimal due to discriminatory laws and 
procedures as well as their lack of knowledge of land ownership rights. Even in cases where women owned 
property, husbands controlled their wives' property. Due to displacement, violence, and destruction during 
the Syrian conflict, many women have also lost their ability to prove property ownership. In some cases, 
ownership documents are missing or unrecognized. 

Although the Basic Law on State Employees stipulates that women and men working in the same job should 
receive equal wages, the obstacle that prevents women from reaching senior positions automatically makes 
the average income of women much lower than that of men. Factors such as widespread corruption, weak 
oversight of the private sector, and the presence of a large informal sector push women to work for much 
lower wages than men. 

Education, especially higher education, improves women's opportunities to enter the labor market and 
work in income-generating jobs that guarantee them a better life. But the armed conflict in Syria, 
displacement, asylum, and the targeting of schools have deprived many Syrian girls of the right to 
education. 

The earthquake that struck Turkey and Syria this year worsened the conditions of women in the affected 
areas of northwest and western Syria, and this had a greater impact on women. In addition to the victims 
who died under the rubble, and those who lost their homes and were forced to be repeatedly displaced, 
there are ripple effects on women, as mentioned in several reports. 

                                                           
3 https://learningpartnership.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/Syria-Labor-Law-2010-Arabic.pdf 



  8  
 

Thousands of buildings, including hospitals and UNFPA-supported facilities, have collapsed or been 
damaged, cutting women’s access to sexual and reproductive healthcare information and services just 
when they need it the most.4 

Natural disasters such as droughts, floods, and earthquakes are gender-neutral but their impacts are not.  
Of the millions of people affected by the earthquake, a UNFPA report said that 44,000 women were 
expected to give birth in the three months following the earthquake, and about 6,600 of them would suffer 
complications from pregnancy and childbirth. They inevitably needed special attention, care, and 
exceptional interventions to meet their urgent needs.5 

Recovery from conflict and its effects is the cornerstone of creating a stable and just environment for 
women to achieve development. Thus, it was necessary to establish a working group that focuses on the 
basic priorities of early recovery, education, and climate justice, because of their significant impact in 
creating the required environment. 

This group will focus on developing theme-specific papers and proposals through the following subgroups, 
with the aim of reflecting the mentioned messages and recommendations on the ground. 

Subgroup I: Early Recovery 

Context : 
 
Achieving post-conflict recovery is a complex and difficult process that cannot be done piecemeal. Since 
launching a real recovery process requires integrated political, legal, human rights, security, economic, 
service, and social frameworks, it is important within the current time frame to make an effort to set up this 
process by creating a positive, fair, and supportive foundation for all, especially women, that could be later 
used as a launchpad after the necessary recovery conditions are met.  
 
In this context, early recovery emerges as an effective interim mechanism to drive frameworks of 
humanitarian assistance, economic growth, development theories, concepts of peacebuilding and human 
security, and models of governance and state-building. However, the basic dilemma remains that the 
activation of early recovery processes comes in the immediate post-conflict phase, which does not apply to 
the Syrian case, as the activation of early recovery programs in Syria, where the conflict is still ongoing, 
cannot be separated from international and regional political tensions. The term early recovery has been 
introduced to Syria since 2014 with the entry of international cross-border humanitarian aid. It was 
discussed in the context of short- and medium-term planning to ensure a transition, at some stage, from 
humanitarian aid to an initial level of sustainability in providing aid, which includes partial restoration of 

                                                           
4 https://arabstates.unfpa.org/en/news/earthquake-survivors-include-344000-pregnant-women-who-urgently-require-reproductive-healthca-0 
5 https://arabstates.unfpa.org/ar/news/%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A8-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%8A-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8-
%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%8C-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9 
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services and the creation of small local production cycles to support the population’s resilience, without 
covering long-term economic goals because they are projects with a strategic impact.  
 
In 2021, the term early recovery gained a binding legal dimension when the UN Security Council welcomed 
in its Resolution No. 2585 of 2021, “all efforts and initiatives to broaden the humanitarian activities in Syria, 
including water, sanitation, health, education, and shelter early recovery projects”.  The first agreement 
between donor governments to increase what was called “early recovery” support aid in Syria came at the 
Brussels Donor Conference in 2022.6 
 
With the series of international meetings regarding the Syrian file, the term early recovery became one of 
the frequently used terms in intervention mechanisms and support allocation plans, which compels Syrian 
civil society, especially feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives, to act and join efforts 
to develop a clear plan of action aimed at charting the early recovery process from a feminist perspective, 
ensuring fair and equal access for women to recovery programs not only as beneficiaries but as influencers 
and decision makers. 
 
Key Messages: 
 

First message: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations actively participate in formulating 

intervention strategies for early recovery programs . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 
 UN agencies and international donors need to involve feminist activists, feminist, women, and 

women-led organizations and initiatives in the process of preparing intervention strategies for 

recovery programs, to ensure gender mainstreaming.  

 UN agencies and international donors need to provide the necessary knowledge support to feminist 

activists, feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives on work mechanisms used to 

design early recovery programs. 

 Support the establishment of feedback loops led and managed by feminist, women, and women-led 

organizations and initiatives with local communities, to ensure gender mainstreaming in various 

programs  

 according to actionable local approaches. 

                                                           
6 https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/beirut/20354.pdf 
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Second Message: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives make a real  

contribution to setting priorities at the local level regarding recovery programs. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 UN and international agencies need to include feminist, women, and women-led organizations in all 

discussions about priorities for action at the local level, with regard to early recovery programs, 

especially in the education, governance, and economic development sectors, to ensure equitable 

access for women to these areas . 
 Allocate financial support to feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives specialized 

in protection programs to design and manage response and referral mechanisms for survivors and 

women affected by the conflict and its aftermath, to ensure that recovery programs are compatible 

with the needs and priorities of these groups. 
 

Third message: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives play an active role in 

coordinating and forming local and national partnerships associated with recovery programs . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Supporting the access of Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives to all the 

early recovery programs funding opportunities and not limiting them to programs designated only for 

women, as gender mainstreaming in recovery processes requires building partnerships with all 

components of society. 
 Supporting the role of networks and alliances formed by feminist, women, and women-led 

organizations and initiatives in linking recovery programs from a feminist perspective across conflict 

lines, which will enhance the partnership building at the national level and balance recovery programs  
implementation. 
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Fourth message: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives provide knowledge  

products related to all elements of early recovery processes and recovery in its broader sense from a  

gender perspective . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Allocating funding opportunities to feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives. 

regarding feminist knowledge production on early recovery. 
 Increase the support allocated to feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives 

regarding documentation processes within files associated with accountability and the development 

policy papers on governance, early recovery, the impact of economic sanctions, development, 

peacebuilding, and others from a feminist perspective as part of supporting feminist knowledge 

production. 
 

 Roles : 
● It is the responsibility of international organizations to support women organizations in all of the 

above and to earmark them in early recovery programs within projects that support women . 

● Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives undertake the process of networking 

among themselves and sharing or referring projects based on specialization. 

● Feminist activists with access to international forums advocate for projects to support women in early 

recovery . 

 

Subgroup II: Education: 

Context: 

We are all witnessing the enormous challenges faced by women in Syria, whether in terms of the 
humanitarian crisis or the economic, social, and political challenges. One of the biggest challenges is access 
to appropriate education and training, which provide women with more opportunities to enter the labor 
market and achieve economic independence . 
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Syrian women and girls suffer from serious challenges in accessing education due to the ongoing conflict 
sweeping the country, which has led to displacement, poverty, and exacerbated discrimination and 
instability, affecting women’s access to educational opportunities. The number of Syrian children deprived 
of education is estimated at 2.4 million.7 Likely, most of them are female because of the prevalence of early 
marriage and the increased fear amongst families of sending girls to school due to the unrest and insecurity.  

The number of Syrian girls inside Syria who do not receive education is estimated at about one million girls, 
and this threatens their personal future and their contribution to building a stable and prosperous society. 

Over 7,000 schools were damaged or destroyed, leaving nearly 2 million children out of school. Many of 
these children are the most vulnerable, including those recently displaced by insecurity.8 

Education represents a crucial opportunity for radical change and recovery in Syria, not just recovery from 
the effects of war and conflict. Technological innovations can be exploited to enhance education and 
achieve a positive shift in the path of rights, development, security, and environmental recovery, which 
necessarily leads to strengthening the economy, health, and well-being. 

Achieving a transformation in the education system in Syria requires cooperation and coordination with 
international organizations, non-governmental organizations, and the local community. There needs to be a 
strong commitment to financing and implementing education programs for women, in addition to providing 
a safe educational environment in which human, scientific, material, and technological resources are 
available that support their learning and personal and professional growth. 

The strategy for educating girls and women in Syria should be based on the principle that considers 
education a fundamental right for girls and women in Syria. 

 

Key Messages: 

 

First message: Rebuilding the educational system and access to education. 
 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Enhancing access to education: Providing equal educational opportunities for girls and boys by 

establishing and maintaining schools and educational centers in affected and deprived areas and 

providing the necessary educational resources to achieve this goal. 

                                                           
7 https://www.mei.edu/publications/syrias-education-crisis-sustainable-approach-after-11-years-conflict 
8 https://www.unicef.org/syria/education 
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 Use of ICT: Employing advanced technology to improve and expand access to education to 

underserved communities. Online learning platforms, mobile applications, and digital educational 

content are made available to everyone. Distance learning models are built to enable women and girls 

to access education in an environment that is flexible and appropriate to their circumstances. 

Exploring and providing distance and digital learning opportunities for women in remote and affected 

areas in Syria, to enable them to access education and knowledge regardless of geographical 

restrictions. 
 Standardization of the educational curricula in Syria, ensuring they contain the principles of human 

rights, the human rights of women and girls, and gender equality, as well as ensuring the abolition of 

the ideologization of curricula. 
 Professional development of personnel: Implementing intensive training programs for male and 

female teachers and staff to increase their capabilities in providing high-quality education, adopting 

educational curricula based on the principles of human rights and gender equality, and achieving this 

in the educational environment as well. 
 Providing for the needs of girls and women in the educational environment, and protecting them from 

any harassment, exploitation, or violence. 
 Promoting sustainability and resilience: enhancing the sustainability and resilience of education under 

changing circumstances. This includes providing diverse and adaptable educational programs that suit 

the different needs of girls and women. 
 Vocational and technical education: promoting vocational and technical education for women to 

develop their skills and train them for the labor market. Providing training programs that focus on 

technical and vocational fields that are in high demand in Syria and adapted to the requirements of 

affected communities. This helps women achieve financial independence and contribute to economic 

development. 
 Providing university scholarships for girls who wish to complete their university education and 

encouraging them to choose scientific fields of study. 
 Supporting parallel educational projects through virtual education . 
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Second message: Promoting women’s rights to education. 
 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Improving the legal environment for women in Syria by working to remove legal obstacles that hinder 

their personal freedoms and life choices, especially personal status laws that discriminate against 

women, and ensuring children’s right to education, by effectively implementing the law on 

compulsory education up to the end of secondary school. 
 Combating cultural and social challenges: focusing on combating the cultural and social challenges 

that prevent girls and women from accessing education. This includes education campaigns to change 

conventional ways of thinking and enhance social acceptance of the importance of educating girls and 

women. 
 Promoting political and social participation: Promoting the effective participation of women in 

decision-making and political and social dialogue. Providing opportunities and spaces for women to 

participate in the political and social process, and to enhance their presence and representation. 
 Community-based education: strengthening community-based education through the formation of 

local networks and partnerships that include the local community, schools, institutions, and non-

governmental organizations. Offering educational programs that respond to the needs of the local 

community and promote community participation. 
 Combating early marriage legally and socially. 

 

Roles: 

 The role of supporting international organizations: International organizations concerned with 
education, in particular UNICEF, need to play a more effective role in educating girls and boys 
throughout the regions of Syria. Funding allocated to the education of women and girls in Syria 
should also be increased, including female students and female/male teachers, developing curricula, 
and improving the structure of the educational environment . 

 Cooperation with local organizations: Cooperation should be strengthened with local, women’s and 
civil society organizations in Syria to implement effective educational programs that meet the needs 
of women and enhance their role in society. 

 The role of women organizations: 
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Feminist organizations have a crucial role in supporting women’s education in Syria, through: 
 Working to provide educational opportunities for women in Syria, regardless of their social 

or economic circumstances. These opportunities should include basic education and 
vocational skills. 

 Motivating the local community to support women’s education. 
 Providing psychological and social support to women and girls to help them deal with 

psychological and social challenges. 
 Supporting the empowerment of women in local communities and increasing their 

participation in political and social decisions to achieve positive change in the long term. 
 Attracting the necessary resources to support alternative education, literacy, and vocational 

training projects for women in Syria, in cooperation with international organizations, and 
networking with partners to ensure the sustainability of these projects. 

 

Subgroup III: Women and Environment: 

Context: 
 
Recently, climate change has become a global issue, and we are witnessing and experiencing its 
consequences on a daily basis, including high temperatures, low rainfall, earthquakes, floods, and others. The 
climate crisis is not “gender neutral”. Women and girls experience the greatest impacts of climate change, 
which amplifies existing gender inequalities and poses unique threats to their livelihoods, health, and safety.  
 
Across the world, women depend more on, yet have less access to, natural resources. In many regions, 
women bear a disproportionate responsibility for securing food, water, and fuel. Agriculture is the most 
important employment sector for women in low- and lower-middle-income countries, during periods of 
drought and erratic rainfall, women, as agricultural workers, and primary procurers, work harder to secure 
income and resources for their families. This put added pressure on girls, who often have to leave school to 
help their mothers manage the increased burden. 
 
Climate change is a global problem, but it has specific local impacts that depend on a range of local and 
regional factors. In Syria, after more than a full decade of armed conflict and the use of internationally 
banned weapons, women and girls bear the brunt of the consequences of conflict and climate change 
occurring locally. 
 
On the other hand, life conditions for all people especially internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Syria are 
increasingly deteriorating, as environmental threats have come to exacerbate existing water and food 
insecurity, acute poverty, and a public health crisis. Today, 15.3 million people across the country are in 
need of humanitarian assistance—4.1 million in the northwest alone.9 
 
The environmental situation in Syria has deteriorated dramatically, even before the outbreak of conflict. 
During five decades of Baath rule, the authorities enacted reckless policies that led to unjust outcomes on 

                                                           
9 https://carnegie-mec.org/2023/08/29/ar-pub-90446 
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the environmental climate. No Syrian government had any real intention to change the corrupt Syrian 
environmental reality. On the contrary, the crises have compounded over time, and the reality is that we 
have very little time to remedy the crisis, otherwise, we will reach a point of no return on the 
environmental front. The main factors that have led to environmental deterioration are deforestation, 
unguided grazing, soil erosion, desertification, water pollution due to the dumping of raw sewage and oil 
refining waste, and insufficient supplies of potable water10. The environmental catastrophe has 
degenerated after the armed conflict because of the absence of relevant institutions and the use of 
internationally banned weapons. It is known that environmental degradation has a particular impact on 
women in terms of an increase in reproductive health diseases and the loss of livelihood for women 
agricultural workers. 
 
The impact of environmental changes on women and girls: 
 

 Health: Water pollution increases the risk of exposure to diseases, and water scarcity affects 
personal hygiene, which increases the prevalence of reproductive diseases amongst women and 
girls. 

 Food security: The decline in arable land directly affects women, as they are active in this field. This 
is evident now with the salinization of lands adjacent to the Euphrates River in Syria, which reduces 
work opportunities for female agricultural workers, affects their livelihoods and their families, and 
increases the rate of poverty and its burdens. 

 Internationally banned weapons have a particular effect on women’s reproductive systems. 
 Migration and displacement: In addition to the waves of migration and displacement occurring in 

Syria due to the conflict, climate change adds an additional factor to forced migration and 
displacement, as families that depend on agriculture are migrating to industrial areas for work, 
which increases the burden on women and girls. 
 

It has become clear that environmental impacts are trans-sectoral, and this is what constituted an 
important feminist movement that was formed in the second wave of feminism and developed with the 
third wave of feminism due to the increasing impact of climate change in recent years, which made feminist 
organizations take these impacts into consideration, by working to disseminate the concept of ecofeminism 
in their various activity sectors, which required the integration of new analytical factors within all stages of 
developing and implementing programs concerned with women’s rights and empowerment. 

 
Key messages: 
First message: Integration between feminism and the environment: Feminist, women, and  
women-led organizations and initiatives work on environmental and feminist issues interconnectedly 
 and inseparably with their programs. 

 
 

Recommendations and actions: 

                                                           
10 https://www.ssrcaw.org/ar/print.art.asp?aid=565779&ac=1 
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 Developing women’s skills: Establishing training programs designed to develop women’s skills in 

various fields such as sustainable agriculture, water management, and renewable energy. 
 Incorporating an ecofeminist approach into planning and implementation: Ensuring the integration of 

gender and environmental change into all stages of project planning and implementation, to achieve a 

sustainable and balanced impact. 
 Incorporating the ecofeminist approach in the evaluation process: Establishing clear indicators within 

monitoring and evaluation plans that measure the effectiveness of integrating ecofeminism into the 

plans of feminist organizations and taking the necessary measures to improve environmental 

conditions in future activities. 
 
 

Second message: Effective participation of women: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations  
and initiatives play an active role in enhancing women’s participation, this includes policies that 
address environment and climate change challenges, which require equal representation of women and  
men in decision-making positions . 
 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Awareness and education: Expanding awareness and education programs to include broader 

knowledge about the relation between feminist issues and the environment and supporting research 

and development in the field of feminism and climate justice. 
 Policy papers: Developing policy papers on the interrelation between the work of organizations and 

the environment, so they may act as a basis for subsequent legal amendments. 
 Empowering women leaders: Organizations should enhance the capabilities and skills of local women 

leaders to enable them to have a greater impact in their local communities. 
 Supporting the role of women in all local networks and alliances to include an ecofeminist perspective 

in decision-making. 
 Supportive legislation: Working to issue and implement legislation that supports women’s rights and 

the environment and encourages social and climate justice. 
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Roles: 
 

● Feminist organizations can play a critical role in achieving climate justice and ecofeminist principles 
through a series of actions and initiatives that work to integrate women into all aspects of 
environmental conservation and climate action, such as the use of recyclable materials, recycling 
projects, or agricultural land reclamation. 

● All ad hoc working groups will work to integrate this approach and monitor its cross-sectoral 
effectiveness. 

 
Second: Political frameworks group: 
 
Context: 
Women's struggle to gain their rights in Syria began towards the end of the 19th century, but that process 
was disrupted after the Baath Party totalitarian regime came to power in Syria in 1963, prohibiting the 
formation of parties and associations . 

The grip of the totalitarian state increased day by day during its successive eras. In early 2000, Syria 
witnessed some openness, and a civil political movement began to appear on the Syrian scene during what 
was called the “Damascus Spring,” in which women participated actively, and committees were formed to 
defend women’s rights, and despite the security restrictions, they were able to make some achievements . 

In 2011, people took to the streets in all Syrian cities in peaceful demonstrations demanding justice, 
freedom, and dignity, but as a result of the excessive violence used in thwarting these demonstrations, they 
turned into an armed conflict, in which several regional and foreign powers intervened, supporting this or 
that party with weapons and equipment, and Syria turned into a proxy war arena. Today, Syria is a 
fragmented country, part under the control of the central authority in Damascus and its allies, the Russian 
army and Iranian militias, and others under the control of de facto authorities, supported by foreign and 
regional powers. 

The armed conflict led to the death of more than half a million Syrians, while more than 6 million sought 
refuge in neighboring countries and more than a million in distant asylum countries, more than 7 million 
were displaced from their original places of residence inside Syria, hundreds of thousands were arrested or 
forcibly disappeared, and tens of thousands were killed under torture, and the fate of the rest remains 
unknown to this day. 

The role of women who participated in the peaceful movement declined after it turned into an armed 
conflict. Many of the female activists who were not arrested were able to escape outside Syria and 
participate in opposition political activity. They also formed associations concerned with helping women 
victims of the conflict, especially displaced women, and refugees, defending women's rights, and 
advocating against gender-based violence, especially since violence against women has multiplied during 
the armed conflict, and new forms of violence have emerged. At the same time, feminist and women's 
initiatives were formed in all Syrian regions to defend and protect women's rights. Female activists in these 
initiatives are exposed to all forms of intimidation, threats, and persecution from all parties, and are rarely 
allowed to work freely. 
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Here it must be pointed out that there are more than 11,000 forcibly disappeared women, most of whom 
are detained in the prisons of the security branches, and their fate is unknown11. They live in inhumane 
detention conditions and have not been brought before any court. 

Political participation in areas controlled by the central government in Damascus after 2011: 

Central government areas in Damascus: 

As the totalitarian situation in areas under the control of the Syrian government is still prevailing, the 
central government in Damascus controls the access of any person to a decision-making position, including 
women. Until 2020, the percentage of women in the People’s Assembly was no more than 10.8%. In the 
executive authority, the number of female ministers did not exceed 2-3 in every council of ministers 
appointed to non-sovereign ministries, based on loyalty and not competence as well. 

Before 2011, the percentage of women in local councils was always fixed at 3% after each local election12, 
and also following the criteria of loyalty to the ruling authority. However, it should be noted that this 
percentage increased after the 2022 elections to reach 8 to 17 percent in the Syrian governorates. 

Political participation in opposition-controlled areas in the northwest: 

The northwestern region of Syria is under the control of two de facto authorities: the “Interim Government” 
affiliated with the Syrian National Coalition (SNC), and it does not actually govern northern Syria. The local 
councils in the area under its control are directly linked to the Turkish governors, and they are the ones who 
govern these areas. There are also areas under the control of the "Salvation Government" of Hay'at Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS), and it is physically present on the ground and directly manages all service sectors. 

In both areas, it is rare to find women in local councils, and if they do exist, their percentage does not 
exceed 1-5 percent, according to several studies, and they usually serve in the women’s affairs office. There 
is also a fierce war declared against politically active women who carry a feminist agenda, which has 
reached the point of death threats13. 

Political participation in areas under Autonomous Administration control: 

The administrative system in the Autonomous Administration relies mainly on the system of joint 
presidency, which is a system that imposes equal representation of both women and men in the highest 
position of every institution. 

The percentage of female workers in the institutions of the Autonomous Administration amounts to 
50.3%14 of the total number of workers. However, the 50% quota rate is imposed exclusively at the joint 
                                                           
11 https://snhr.org/arabic/2022/11/25/%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%88%d9%85-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84%d9%8a-%d9%84%d9%84%d9%82%d8%b6%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d8%b9%d9%84%d9%89-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%86%d9%81-%d8%b6%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85/ 
12 Feminism: Concepts and Issues, Maya Al Rahbi, p. 266 
13 https://syriadirect.org/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7/?lang=ar 
 
14 https://syriauntold.com/2020/12/16/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%91-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7/ 
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presidency level, and opportunities are equal for men and women in the rest of the lower administrative 
levels. However, there are cases where administrative orders or decisions issued by women are not 
accepted. Furthermore, loyalty to the controlling authority also plays a role in women’s accession to 
decision-making positions. 

The Women's Commission is one of the ten Autonomous Administration commissions. It is made up of 
100% women employees, and is not subject to the co-chair system, but is headed by one woman. During its 
establishment, the Legislative Council of the Autonomous Administration approved a draft law issued by 
the Women’s Commission entitled “Women’s Law” that criminalized the marriage of minors, honor killing, 
forced marriage, polygamy, sexual exploitation, domestic violence, and rape. It abolished dowries and 
equated wages, inheritance, testimony in courts, etc. between men and women, but what is noteworthy is 
the difficulty of implementing these decisions on the ground. 

There are also large areas of eastern Syria ruled by tribes, and therefore not all decisions issued by the 
Autonomous Administration are implemented, in addition to the presence of a security square controlled 
by the Syrian government forces where the laws of the Syrian state apply, and these are different from 
those of the Autonomous Administration. Further, there is no mechanism for coordination and exchange of 
information between the security square and the Autonomous Administration. 

Women's political participation in opposition bodies: 

In 2011, the “National Coordination Body for Democratic Change”15 was formed inside Syria, with the aim 
of unifying the demands of the opposition, seeking political dialogue, and organizing peaceful protests 
against the regime. Outside Syria, the Syrian National Council was formed, and in 2012, became the 
“National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces. The opposition bodies disagreed with 
the central government in Damascus on everything, but they all agreed on one issue, which was the 
marginalization of women in the political process. Women were not able to break into these political 
formations except in a limited number, which did not exceed at best the presence of one woman in a 
decision-making position, Thus, women’s rights or demands received no attention from these opposition 
bodies, and women's issues or their participation in the political process were placed at the bottom of their 
list of priorities. 

 

Women's participation in the negotiation process: 

The UN led negotiations between the opposition and the central government in Damascus, after the Vienna 
Conference and the Security Council issued several resolutions on Syria, most notably Resolution 2254, 
which was considered the basis for negotiations. 

The Higher Negotiations Committee for the Revolutionary and Opposition Forces was formed in 2015, and 
included two women out of 32 members, then the number increased to 5 women after the 2017 Riyadh 
Conference. This is a violation of the final statement of the conference, which set 30 percent as the 
minimum average of women’s participation. 

                                                           
15 https://www.facebook.com/Syria.National.Coordinating/ 
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After the negotiations faltered, the 2017 negotiations were approved on four baskets: the transitional 
government body, a new constitution, free and fair elections, combating terrorism and governance. Yet, 
negotiations failed to make any progress, and then, in 2019, they were to the Constitutional Committee, 
which did not even abide by the modest quota of women’s participation (30%). For civil society delegation 
included 7 women, the central government delegation 4 women, and the opposition delegation only two 
women. We cannot even consider the female participants in the Constitutional Committee to be women’s 
rights defenders, excluding three or four women. 

Women’s Advisory Board (WAB):16 

Although Resolution 2254 tackled the issue of women’s participation in an explicit and clear text in the 
negotiations, this did not take any realistic form in Geneva I. So, women organizations, which began to take 
shape and take the form of a Syrian feminist movement, tried to put pressure on the UN to actively involve 
women in the negotiations. They formed the Syrian Women for Peace and Democracy Initiative (SWIPD), 
which demanded a meeting with Lakhdar Brahimi, the UN Special Envoy for Syria at the time, to discuss the 
active involvement of women in the negotiations. However, this did not happen at the time, under the 
pretext of an inopportune situation, and all they were able to achieve was being in a room adjacent to the 
negotiation room in Geneva II. They had to wait until 2016 when the Syrian Women’s Advisory Board (WAB) 
was established. 

According to UN literature, the Syrian Women’s Advisory Board (WAB) was created by an initiative of a 
group of Syrian women and with the support of UN Women and the former Special Envoy for Syria Mr. 
Staffan de Mistura as an advisory mechanism for the UN Special Envoy for Syria to draw upon in UN 
facilitation efforts. The WAB serves as the first gender inclusion mechanism for a UN Special Envoy since the 
adoption of landmark resolution UNSCR 1325 (2000) called for effective institutional arrangements to 
guarantee women’s participation in peace processes. The WAB is an entity linked to the political process via 
its role as an advisory board to the Office of the Special Envoy for Syria (OSE-Syria). However, it is not a 
party to the negotiations of the political process. 

OSE-Syria appointed 12 diverse Syrian women in 2016 to form the board and expanded its membership in 
2018. The current membership comprises 14 Syrian women. 

OSE-Syria recently published an announcement that WAB members, in cooperation with OSE-Syria, would 
like to commence a process of rotation. New members will be welcomed in two cohorts ending by July 
2024. However, the mechanism for selecting new female members by the OSE is not clear in the 
announcement.17 

All Syrian feminists certainly agree that the existence of the WAB is a positive factor. However, part of the 
Syrian feminist movement has reservations about the mechanism for forming the board, its mission and 
function, and the complete secrecy imposed on its members created a major obstacle that prevents them 

                                                           
16 https://specialenvoysyria.unmissions.org/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A 
17 https://specialenvoysyria.unmissions.org/ar/%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AD-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%D9%85-%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B6%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A 
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from communicating and exchanging opinions and experiences with the Syrian feminist movement or 
women on the ground. 

The Syrian Women’s Political Movement: 

The Syrian Women’s Political Movement (SWPM) was established in 2017, prior to the Geneva XIII 
Conference, at the initiative of some feminist political activists, to pressure the UN to actively involve 
women in the negotiations and peacebuilding processes, to politically empower a large group of female 
activists inside Syria and abroad, and to instill a gender perspective in all political issues on the Syrian scene. 

The SWPM did lie still when its request to include women in the negotiation process was not answered. It 
worked to politically empower female activists, instill a gender perspective in all files related to the Syrian 
issue, and make women’s voices heard in decision-making centers.18 

Today, Syrian feminists and women's rights defenders pay special attention to the pressure from 
neighboring asylum countries for the refoulment of Syrian refugees, the restrictions imposed on them, and 
racist attitudes toward them. While the EU maintains its position of linking reconstruction to political 
change. 

They also attach great importance to the issue of the detained, forcibly disappeared, and missing men and 
women. 

Key Messages: 

 
First message: The Syrian feminist movement stands from a feminist principle against any armed conflict 
and supports peaceful solutions to any conflict that could break out anywhere in the world, especially in  
the Syrian context . 

 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Evaluating the work of the feminist movement and its influence on the implementation of the Syria-

related resolutions, starting from the Geneva Statement to Security Council Resolution 2042 (2014) 

and Resolution 2254 (2015), which included a clear reference to the necessity of including women in 

the political process. 
 Lobbying to revive the negotiations on the four baskets that were put forward during the course of 

the negotiations. These included a transitional governing body embracing all segments of the Syrian 

                                                           
18 https://syrianwomenpm.org/ar/ 



  23  
 

people, a new constitution for the country, free and fair elections, combating terrorism, security 

governance, and the gendering of all these files. 
 An advocacy plan targeting the international community to include Resolution 1325 alongside 

Resolution 2254 pertaining to the political solution, following the example of Liberia. 
 Supporting women who are in the political arena, and who are now in the Constitutional Committee, 

especially when they are subject to any form of pressure, violence, threat, or defamation. 
 Permanent, systematic coordination between feminist organizations and initiatives and women 

working in the political field and the WAB and creating processes to work on common mechanisms 

and methodologies to identify their demands and find means to transmit their voices, as well as 

lobbying and advocating for their rights. 
 Active participation in raising the issues of Syrian women in the Civil Society Support Room of OSE-

Syria. 

 

 

Second message: The Syrian feminist movement seeks to participate in building a unified Syria, with 
sovereignty over its entire territory, a democratic state based on equal citizenship and gender equality  
 
 
without discrimination between male and female citizens on the basis of gender, race, religion, or other. 
There is no democracy without women's rights, and there are no women's rights without democracy. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 

 Lobbying for effective political participation of women in all stages of peacemaking, at a rate of no less 

than 30 percent, in pursuit of equality, as experiences have shown that women’s participation in 

peacemaking stages increases the rate of stability in the country. 
 Establishing consensus and creating a space that brings together Syrian women as feminists and 

politicians. 
 Encouraging the participation of women and pushing them to engage in political work and real 

political participation, so that they may reach decision-making positions. 
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 Actual political empowerment of female activists, especially young women, inside and outside Syria, 

to allow them to participate effectively in the political solution and be able to voice women’s demands 

and needs at local, national, and international decision-making centers. 
 Strengthening the capabilities of young women and empowering them politically to engage in 

politics in the future and assume decision-making positions. 
 

 Contributing to the gendering of all files in the peacemaking process at present and in the future. 
 

Third message: Contributing to the process of accountability for everyone who committed crimes  
against any Syrian woman or any Syrian within a gender-sensitive transitional justice, as a basis for a 
comprehensive and sustainable peace . 
 
 

Recommendations and actions: 
 

 Put pressure to uncover the fate of detainees, missing persons, and forcibly disappeared, release 
women detainees in connection with the post-2011 events, reveal their names and places of 
detention, abolish exceptional courts, and activate the international mechanism to reveal the fate of 
missing persons. 
 

 Participation of specialized Syrian organizations and researchers in developing a vision for gender-

sensitive transitional justice mechanisms. 
 Involve the families of victims and forcibly disappeared people in the accountability process. 

 
 Contributing to the support of victims of gender-based violence that are spiking in numbers in light of 

armed conflict, security chaos, and the absence of the rule of law. 
 Contributing to the documentation of incidents of violence in accordance with international standards 

and communicating with specialized international organizations such as IIIM. 
 
 

 
Fourth message: The return of refugees and displaced Syrian men and women to their original places 
 of residence, but this is conditional on the return being safe, voluntary, dignified, and gender 
sensitive. 
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Recommendations and actions: 

 Lobbying the international community to protect Syrian refugees in neighboring countries from 

campaigns of racism and forced return. 
 Lobbying to have refugees in neighboring countries registered with UNHCR. 
 Protection projects for female Syrian refugees in neighboring countries. 

 
 

 
Fifth message: Adopting democratic mechanisms allowing Syrian women to express their needs and 
goals, by establishing a model feminist parliament. 

 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Communicating with female civil activists in all Syrian regions and countries of asylum to elect a 

representative for them in each region . 
 Female delegates shall meet in parliamentary sessions to tackle the issues and needs of women in 

their regions, discuss their demands, and formulate demand papers out of them.  
 Using demand papers in local, national, and international advocacy . 

 

Roles 
 The political group represents a continuation and expansion of the scope of work of a coordination 

group established after the earthquake that struck Turkey and northern Syria called the Feminist 
Organizations Emergency Group for Earthquake Response, which issued several appeals and sent 
letters to many international bodies to open the crossings and help those affected by the 
earthquake and ensure that women’s needs are included in the provided aid . 

 The political group seeks to network among feminist bodies, associations, and prominent figures 
working on the political file, so they may take a position on all emergency events that could affect 
the situation of Syrian women or exacerbate discrimination and violence against them. They also 
strive to coordinate between like-minded parties to act, take a specific position, or issue a statement 
or a position paper. 

 Coordinating efforts between organizations to draft a national plan for Resolution 1325. 
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Third: Legal frameworks group:  
Context: 
Successive totalitarian regimes since 1963, one-party rule, and the control of the security services have 
contributed to disrupting the rule of law and the administration of justice, even when there are legal texts 
protecting women. Rather, the matter has gotten worse during the successive political eras since that date . 

The state of emergency that prevailed in Syria for many years, the enactment of the anti-terrorism law that 
followed the lifting of the state of emergency, the prohibition of civil assemblies and the formation of 
parties (except those fabricated by the security services, or semi-governmental unions) and the strict 
control of the media also contributed to preventing any gathering, political, community or civil movement 
that can demand the drafting of new laws or the amendment of laws that discriminate against women and 
any citizen. 

The last constitutional amendment in Syria took place in 201219, and the new constitution did not contain 
any fundamental differences regarding women from previous constitutions. The problem with the 
constitution is the contradiction in Article (3), which states: 

1. The religion of the President of the Republic is Islam. 
2. Islamic jurisprudence is a major source of legislation. 
3. The state respects all religions and guarantees the freedom to practice all religious rituals, 

provided that this does not disturb public order. 
4. The personal status of religious sects is protected and applied. 

Article (33), which states: 

1. Freedom is a sacred right. The state guarantees citizens their personal freedom and preserves 
their dignity and security. 

2. Citizenship is a basic principle that entails rights and duties that every citizen enjoys and exercises 
in accordance with the law. 

3. Citizens are equal in rights and duties, without discrimination based on gender, origin, language, 
religion, or belief. 

4. The state guarantees the principle of equal opportunities among citizens. 

Article (3) allows religious sects to legislate personal status laws that follow religious interpretations and 
produce discriminatory provisions against women in family life, legitimize violence against them, prohibit 
their independence, choices in life, and participation in public life, and contradict constitutional articles that 
provide for equality between citizens and guarantee freedom and human dignity, preserve the sanctity of 
every citizen’s private life, and encourage women’s participation in public life. 

Although the general personal status law applies to all Islamic sects and contains only one article pertaining 
to the Druze with special provisions, there are 6 personal status laws that belong to the Christian 

                                                           
19 https://learningpartnership.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/Syria-Constitution-2012-Arabic-1.pdf 
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confessions and the Musawiya sect, and they are less discriminatory against women than the general law 
after the last amendment that took place in 2010, yet it still included articles against women. 

There was an amendment to the general law in 2019 and 202020, which included a positive amendment to 
some articles that discriminate against women, but in its essence, it remained discriminatory, legitimizing 
violence against women in cases of marriage, divorce, marital life responsibilities, child marriage, polygamy, 
guardianship, wardship, trusteeship, inheritance, and others. 

Not all feminist demands for a modern civil family law, to amend the Nationality Law or distinct articles in 
other laws, or to enact a law to combat violence against women have succeeded. 

However, there is now talk inside Syria about the government’s intention to issue a law to combat domestic 
violence, and also allow women to register their births without the presence of the father, which sets the 
stage for demands to change the nationality law, allowing women to pass on their nationality to their 
children, and this is a solution to the problems of many women whose husbands have disappeared or 
whose marriage was not officially registered, and for the children who were born in these marriages 
without having any identification papers. 

In 2002, Syria signed the CEDAW Agreement, but with reservations on the most important articles therein. 
The reservations were made on the following articles of the agreement: 

Article (2), which includes representing the principle of equality between men and women in national 
constitutions, legislation, and laws, ensuring legal protection for them from any discriminatory act by an 
organization, institution, or person, and working to change laws, regulations, and customs in a manner 
commensurate with that. 

Article (9), paragraph (2), on granting women equal rights with men to pass on their nationality to their 
children. 

Article (15), paragraph (4) on granting women equal rights to men with regard to the law relating to the 
movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence and domicile. 

Article (16), clause (1), paragraphs (c), (d), (f), and (g) on granting women equal rights to men in marriage, 
divorce, guardianship, wardship, and trusteeship, as well as the right to choose a family name, profession, 
and occupation, and to set a minimum age for marriage, and make its registration compulsorily. 

Syria also made reservations on Article (29), paragraph (1) regarding the arbitration of any dispute that 
arises between two countries in relation to this convention. 

The armed conflict and the division of Syria into areas of influence controlled by de facto authorities or 
foreign militias linked to external forces have increased the insecurity and absence of the rule of law, and 
even led to the enactment of alternative provisions to the law that are compatible with the whims of the 
controlling armed faction. 

                                                           
20 https://www.syrian-lawyer.club/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-pdf/ 
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In 2017, the Syrian government issued a decision to revoke its reservation to Article (2) of the CEDAW, but it 
linked it to not violating Islamic law (Shari’a). However, it did not amend some of the legislations that 
discriminate against women, and whose amendment is not hindered by any religious authority, such as the 
Nationality Law, or the rest of the articles that discriminate against women in penal, labor, social security, 
and agricultural relations laws. 

After the failure of the UN to force the parties to the conflict to sit at the negotiating table, the 
implementation of international resolutions related to Syria was limited to the path of the Constitutional 
Committee, which in turn was disrupted several times, and its work remains suspended to date, and it has 
not yet succeeded in drafting a new constitution for the country. 

Protecting women from violence: 

In light of the security breakdown in all Syrian regions, and the lack of accountability for perpetrators of 
violence against women, the rate of violent crimes against women has spiked and new forms of such 
violence have emerged, such as conflict-related sexual violence21. 

To date, there is no law in Syria to combat violence against women. The Penal Code also lacks clear 
definitions of crimes committed against women and discriminates against them in some penalties and 
articles. 

Unfortunately, many victims refrain from giving their testimonies for fear of social stigma, which affects not 
only those who are exposed to sexual violence but also domestic violence. 

Murders of women and crimes under the pretext of honor are still being committed in all Syrian regions, 
despite the abolition of Article 548 of the Penal Code, which provides a mitigating excuse for those who 
commit honor crimes. 

Legal challenges facing women in the northeastern region of Syria: 

The eastern region of Syria is under the control of the Autonomous Administration, but a large part of the 
east of the Euphrates is under the control of the tribes, in an implicit agreement with the Autonomous 
Administration. 

Although the Autonomous Administration has issued decisions that include gender equality in family 
matters, this is not implemented on the ground, especially in tribal-controlled areas where unfair tribal 
customs against women are applied, including early marriage and deprivation of inheritance and education, 
and impunity to those who commit crimes under the pretext of honor and are protected by tribal 
authorities. 

Women in this region suffer from the lack of registration of civil status in official state records. They marry, 
divorce, or remarry, and their official civil records remain as they were before the Administration took 
control of the region. 

                                                           
21 https://mhr.ngo/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D9%81%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%AA-%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%81-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A/ 
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There are also women who married ISIS fighters and gave birth to children who were not registered in 
official records and whose fathers disappeared or were killed. There are thousands of them, with their 
children, in Al-Hol Camp in eastern Syria. 

Some Syrian Kurdish women who were stripped of their Syrian citizenship after the 1962 census are still 
suffering from the consequences, despite the issuance of Decree 49 in 2011 restoring citizenship to Kurds 
stripped from citizenship. 

Legal challenges facing women in the northwestern region of Syria: 

This region is under the control of the de facto authorities: Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) (the Salvation 
Government), the armed factions supported by Turkey (the Interim Government), and decisions are 
imposed by these factions. 

In theory, the General Syrian Personal Status Law is applied in these areas, but the inheritance of public 
lands is not divided equally between females and males, as in Syrian law, and the amendments to the 
General Personal Status Law, issued in 2019 and 2020, were not taken into account. 

Like women in the northeast, women in the northwest region suffer from the lack of registration of civil 
status in official state records. They marry, divorce, or remarry, and their official civil records remain as they 
were before the de facto authorities took control of the region. 

Legal challenges faced by women in nearby countries of asylum: 

Some women in these countries marry in unregistered common-law marriages, and these marriages result 
in unregistered children. The vast majority of refugees in neighboring countries are not registered as 
refugees with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and some Syrian refugee 
women in Turkey marry into a second marriage, which is legally prohibited in Turkey, and thus they do not 
have any legal protection. 

Legal challenges faced by refugee women in Europe: 

Refugee women whose husbands have disappeared or who are in detention suffer from the lack of proof of 
their marital status, which exposes them to legal complications in countries of asylum. 

Loss of identification documents: 

Many Syrian women today suffer from the loss of their identification documents, either because they were 
lost during displacement and asylum, which many of them experienced repeatedly, on arduous, unsafe 
journeys, or as a result of the failure to register marriages and other civil events, or as a result of the 
husband’s murder or forced disappearance. 

Land, housing, and property rights (HLP) for women: 

According to the estimation of some scarce research in this field, women’s ownership before 2011 did not 
exceed more than 2 to 5 percent of the total ownership in Syria, as a result of legal obstacles and 
discriminatory laws, deprivation of inheritance, education, and job opportunities, and customs and 
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traditions that produced the stereotypical image of women who specialize in caretaker and not productive 
work. A perception reinforced by the laws. 

In addition to the lack of effective development plans to improve women’s economic situation and bring 
them into the labor market, especially in rural areas. The corruption that prevailed in all sectors also 
contributed to further injustice against women, as it allowed the private sector to deprive women of their 
rights guaranteed by social security, the ineffective implementation of the compulsory education law, and 
the absence of an independent judiciary that is subject to blackmail or bribery in many cases. 

All of this had a significant impact on depriving women of ownership, in addition to the guardianship system 
that made the man in control of the household economy and gave ownership of the marital home, in most 
cases, to men, whether in registered homes or in informal accommodation. Even more, the husband 
sometimes controls his wife’s income as a result of the social authority he enjoys within marital life, which 
is legally reinforced within the guardianship system and the right to divorce by unilateral will. 

 

Key Messages: 

 

First message: International Human Rights Law, including the CEDAW Convention, is the primary    
reference for any legal text . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Publishing the work of the feminist movement regarding a gender-sensitive constitution that 

guarantees women’s rights on the broadest scale and lobbying for its adoption by all political and civil 

organizations and groups. 
 Publishing publications related to amending legislations that discriminate against women. 
 Publishing publications related to the articles to which Syria has reservations in the CEDAW 

Convention and lobbying to revoke all reservations to the CEDAW. 
 

 

Second message: It is not enough to amend articles of the Personal Status Law, but rather to replace 
them with a modern family law that guarantees the rights of all family members, and ensures 
equality in rights and duties in the marriage contract, during marital life, and in the event of 
separation, in issues of personal freedom, the right to choose, and guardianship, wardship, custody, 
inheritance and sharing of family wealth during marriage and after separation apply to all male and 
female citizens . 
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Recommendations and actions: 

 Building on the drafts issued by the Syrian Feminist Movement for an alternative modern family law 

and working collaboratively among women organizations to develop a common vision for a 

comprehensive law for all Syrian male and female citizens. 
 Cooperating with human rights organizations that adopt the international human rights system. 
 Mobilizing all political and civil organizations and groups to adopt this vision. 

 
 

Third message: Amending discriminatory provisions against women in other laws and legal  
protection for women from violence. 

 
 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Cooperating with human rights organizations to develop a vision for amending discriminatory 

provisions in other laws. 
 Taking advantage of the recent regulatory decision that Facilitate procedures for mothers to register 

their newborns, to push for an amendment to the Nationality Law that recognizes the right of the 

Syrian mother to pass her nationality to her children. 
 Contributing to lobbying efforts for the issuance of a comprehensive law to combat violence against 

women. 
 Lobbying to hold accountable all perpetrators of crimes of violence against women. 
 Developing a vision for the gendering of laws pertaining to the establishment of parties and 

elections/electoral systems. 
 Lobbying to amend laws related to the freedom to form and organize political parties, unions, and civil 

society organizations, freedom of peaceful demonstration, and freedom of expression. 
 Abolition of all extraordinary (special) courts. 
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Fourth message: Ratifying international agreements that protect citizens in general from violence and 
hold perpetrators accountable. 

 
 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Lobbying to promote the state’s commitment to ratified international agreements. 
 Revoking reservations on all international agreements, especially CEDAW. 
 Lobbying for the ratification of the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance. 
 Ratifying optional protocols that allow individual complaints to be submitted. 
 Ratifying, not just signing, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. 

 

 
 

Fifth message: Ensuring the implementation of laws. 
 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Contributing to lobbying for peaceful political change, as the implementation of laws cannot be 

guaranteed except with good governance associated with political change. 
 Activating the role of the Supreme Constitutional Court. 
 Fighting corruption. 
 Ensuring the independence and integrity of the judiciary. 
 We should work side by side at the legal and societal levels, yet the law remains the leverage of 

society, as developing laws contribute to accelerating societal development. 
 Reforming law enforcement institutions. 

 

 

Sixth message: Helping Syrian women obtain identification papers. 
 

 



  33  
 

Recommendations and actions:  

 Spreading awareness in society of the importance of registering civil events, and its impact on the 

rights of women and children and building a healthy society . 
 Supporting the establishment of legal service centers specialized in providing legal advice to women . 
 Improving women's access to legal service centers through bulletins and the media . 
 Providing free legal assistance to women to ensure their access to justice . 

 
 

Seventh message: Guaranteeing women’s property, housing, and land rights (HLP). 
 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Spreading awareness of women’s rights to property, housing, and land (HLP) . 
 Lobbying to amend laws that discriminate against women, such as personal status, labor, agricultural 

relations, and social security laws, and that deprive them of fair opportunities equal to men in 

property . 
 Lobbying to repeal the unfair appropriation laws issued in recent years, as well as their consequences . 
 Supporting the establishment of legal counseling offices for women to obtain their rights to property, 

housing, and land (HLP), especially with regard to their share of inheritance, and providing legal advice 

to Syrian women outside Syria . 
 Improving women’s access to justice by providing free legal aid . 

 
 

Eighth message: Including women’s rights in the work of the Constitutional Committee . 
 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Supporting the Constitutional Committee through campaigns to advocate for a quota for women 

within the committee, as stipulated in international resolutions related to Syria. 
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 Permanent and ongoing consultation with women in the Constitutional Committee and providing 

them with studies carried out by the feminist movement regarding the gendering of the constitution 

and laws, so they may lobby in this direction.  
 Lobbying for the transparency of discussions that take place in the Constitutional Committee. 
 Lobbying to have the civil society representation in the Constitutional Committee a true 

representation of the Syrian civil society organizations. 
 Lobbying to include an explicit and clear article in the constitution stipulating that international 

human rights agreements have supremacy over national laws. 

 

Roles: 

● The legal group connects with all organizations that worked on developing drafts for a gender-
sensitive constitution or ideas for gender-sensitive laws, or laws against domestic violence or 
violence against women in general and works on the intersections between those drafts to come 
up with a unified vision. It distributes roles among feminist organizations interested in reviewing 
laws that contain discriminatory provisions against women for the purpose of amending or 
replacing them with modern, gender-sensitive laws . 

● Coordinating efforts between feminist and human rights organizations to lobby for the 
amendment or drafting of any law or legal article to guarantee women’s rights, gender equality, 
and the protection of women from violence and its criminalization. 

● Coordinating between organizations to establish a digital feminist platform to provide legal advice 
to women. 

● Supporting the establishment of legal advice centers and free legal services in all regions of Syria 
and countries of asylum. 

Fourth: Society group: 

Context: 
There is no society in the world that has eradicated discrimination and violence against women, created by 
the patriarchal society since its inception. However, there are societies that have been able to mitigate 
them through legal protection for women guaranteed by their constitutions and laws. Despite this legal 
protection, societies still suffer from a patriarchal mentality that still has its grip on these societies and 
perpetuates stereotypical roles in them, which hinders women from achieving their economic 
independence and full equality with men in public and family life . 
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Communities in Syria suffer from great discrimination and violence against women, due to the deep-seated 
patriarchal culture and the stereotypical societal division of relations between men and women, whereby 
men specialize in productive work outside the home while women specialize in caretaker work. When 
women try to get out of this defective circle, they are faced with difficult societal challenges that make their 
progress and their contribution to public life fraught with difficulties, if not dangers, violence, exploitation, 
and threats. 

Patriarchal political and religious tyranny join forces to perpetuate discrimination and societal violence. 

These abnormal societal relations are reinforced and legitimized by laws that are not founded on modern 
right-based international laws. Rather, they are affected by societal customs and traditions sacredly upheld 
by societal and tribal leaders and clerics, making it impossible for anyone to dare approach them or demand 
that they be changed. Otherwise, they will be attacked, threatened, and socially ostracized. 

The laws established the construct of societal relations that divided productive and care work between men 
and women and gave the men of the family guardianship and trusteeship over women, allowing them to 
control their money and property. They placed women in a lower rank than full-fledged male citizens. In 
fact, society, with the protection of the law, does not even give women their true role as mothers to their 
children. 

Even with explicit legal texts granting some rights to women, the weakness of the rule of law and rampant 
corruption play an important role in not enforcing laws and allowing customs and traditions to prevail over 
them. 

Society perpetuates violence against women, whether in the family or in public life, and the law remains 
neutral if not encouraging to all forms of violence against them. The Penal Code does not include a clear 
definition of crimes committed against women or strict penalties against their perpetrators. On the 
contrary, it is tolerant in applying penalties on perpetrators, and the leeway it gives to the discretion of 
judges, most of whom are patriarchal or corrupt, contributes to reducing the punishment for perpetrators. 

Social stigma also lies in wait for women who decide to speak up about the violence she is exposed to, 
whether it is moral, physical, or sexual violence, within or outside the family, and the finger is pointed at 
the victim instead of the perpetrator, so societal violence has always been described as the untold story. 

All of this created a societal environment based on violence and the domination of the weakest by the 
strongest, i.e., an unhealthy, ineffective, and economically unproductive society, not enough for developing 
countries to emerge from their slump. 

The issue of discrimination and violence against women is an issue that affects society as a whole and not 
only women. It is an issue that concerns every society that desires to unlock its potential to achieve 
sustainable development that will move the country to a better future for the coming generations. 

The guardians of customs and traditions also stand in the face of any forces of change in society, so groups 
calling for women’s rights were met with a fierce war by the traditional social forces protected by tyrannical 
regimes and conservative religious authorities, which hindered their efforts to reach women, to change 



  36  
 

public opinion and demand equality among women and men, and the active participation of women in 
public life.22 

There is an interrelation between women’s social and economic empowerment, as poor economic 
conditions affect their independence, making them more susceptible to societal pressures, and limiting 
their ability to influence society. 

On the other hand, there is also an interrelation between women’s health and social empowerment. The 
level of health care, especially reproductive health, has decreased significantly in light of the conflict. The 
World Health Organization indicates that in 2022, 12.2 million people will be in need of health services, of 
which 4.4 million are displaced, 1.33 million will be children aged under 5 years (including an anticipated 
503,000 newborns) and 3.38 million are women of reproductive age (15-49 years).23 

Disability impacts an estimated 1.3 million people, placing them at greater risk of exclusion from health 
services. 

Women have specific challenges in accessing health services. The socioeconomic survey shows the poor 
access of women to reproductive health services due to the poor infrastructure, restriction on mobility, and 
the increase of prices of services in the private sector, the main provider of these services.24 

Of the 367 medical facilities operating in northwestern Syria, only 7% provide comprehensive maternity 
care services. Reproductive health care services are available to patients in clinics only in less than 40% of 
facilities.25 

Key Messages: 

 

First message: Changing public opinion regarding women’s rights and the concepts of feminism and 
secularism. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Community dialogues that attract all segments of society, including men, women, female and male 

youth, girls, and boys, to introduce women’s rights, gender equality, combating violence against 

women, and preventing societal stigma. 
 Community dialogues for women to introduce them to their rights and the forms of violence they 

might be facing while believing it to be part of the natural order of things.  

                                                           
22 https://www.efi-ife.org/ar/pdf-detail/94006-94006 
23 https://news.un.org/ar/story/2022/01/1091012 
24 https://scpr-syria.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SCPR-Devastating-of-the-Right-to-Health-during-the-Syrian-Conflict-AR.pdf 
25 https://phr.org/news/arabic-press-release-the-toll-of-conflict-on-sexual-and-reproductive-health-in-northwest-syria/?lang=ar 
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 Reaching out to influential community figures who can influence society through systematic advocacy 

campaigns. 
 Continuous advocacy campaigns. 
 Communicating with the media to contribute to spreading the concepts of women’s rights, gender 

equality, and combating gender-based violence. 
 Reaching out to scholars, intellectuals, and artists to include these ideas in their socially influential 

works, especially filmmakers. 
 
 

Second message: Introducing the gender perspective into all society-based plans, policies, and 
projects. 

 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Continuous lobbying for a women’s quota of no less than 30 percent up to equal distribution in 

political, economic, social, and media decision-making positions, and constant communication to 

develop plans and projects that include gender equality and eliminating injustice against women. 
 Encouraging women to engage in civil struggle for women’s rights. 

 

Third message: Changing public opinion based on stereotypes and societal roles and allotting 
production and care work accordingly. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Focusing on girls’ education and readmitting female dropouts . 
 Spreading the concept of women’s economic empowerment as projects that foster participation in 

the advancement and development of society for the future of coming generations . 
 Spreading the idea of the value of work for self-fulfillment and independence and not just for financial 

stability . 
 Spreading the concept of participation in production and care work equally between men and women . 
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 Publishing success stories of women who participated in all aspects of the public field. 
 Combating the phenomenon of early marriage . 

 

Fourth message: Support victims and survivors of violence and ensure their access to support 
services. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Establishing shelters for abused women in all Syrian regions. 
 Training service providers. 
 Health and psychosocial support. 
 Economic empowerment for survivors. 
 Hotline. 
 Distributing flyers explaining ways to reach service providers. 

 

Fifth message: Women’s health empowerment  

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Spreading awareness of the concepts of reproductive health and reproductive rights. 
 Spreading awareness of the importance of birth control. 
 Rehabilitation of reproductive health facilities. 
 Training workers in this field. 
 Providing free health services to all citizens. 

 

Sixth message: Bridging the gap between women and organizations and initiatives defending 
women’s rights.  

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Continuous exchange of experiences between feminist organizations and women on the ground . 
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 Training women’s rights defenders’ civil activists to manage community dialogues . 
 

Seventh message: Contributing to the fight against tyranny and demanding freedom of action for 
civil society organizations.  

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Participating in the peaceful democratic struggle against tyranny and linking it to the struggle for 

women’s rights. 
 Demanding freedom of action for civil society organizations, including feminist organizations and 

initiatives defending women’s rights. 
 Agreement between feminists with different political or intellectual views on the principle of opposing 

tyranny in all its forms. 
 

Eighth message: Contributing to bridging the sectarian, ethnic, or regional divide that occurred in 
society. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Community dialogues on civil peace. 
 Standing up against all incitement and hate speech that deepens existing ethnic, sectarian, or regional 

rifts. 
 Reintegrating women who left Al-Hawl Camp into society by raising their awareness and empowering 

them. 

 
Ninth message: Intersectional feminism: Feminist, women, and women-led organizations emphasize 

that feminist work includes the different experiences of women and girls in different regions and 

includes all groups of women with different effectiveness and needs. 
 

Recommendations and actions: 
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 Promote inclusion and representation of all women: Organizations must ensure multidimensional 
representation of all groups of women and girls, including women with disabilities, women from 
minority communities, and women from different cultural backgrounds. These groups should be 
represented in decision-making structures and feminist and women’s work programs. 

 

Roles:  

 Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives contribute to: 
 The democratic struggle and the establishment of a society of freedom, justice, and 

equality. 
 All stages of peacemaking. 
 Changing public opinion regarding stereotypical roles and the importance of women’s 

participation in the public sphere through campaigns, workshops, and community dialogues 
with influential people in society, targeting all segments of society, women, men, and 
adolescent boys and girls. 

 Establishing projects to support victims of violence against women. 
 Spreading awareness of reproductive health issues and women’s rights and helping them 

access reproductive health service centres. 
 International organizations play an important role in supporting community empowerment projects 

and in training service providers. 

 

Fifth: Knowledge production and empowerment group: 

Context: 

Knowledge constitutes the cornerstone of the development of societies, and since in patriarchal societies, 

men’s access to knowledge is easier than that of women’s, keeping half of the population of any country in 

a state of ignorance becomes one of the most important causes of rights violations, and holds off progress 

and development in the country . 

Feminist knowledge empowerment constitutes a cornerstone in combating gender-based violence, and it is 

the most important weapon in the hands of women in the battle for rights and equality. 

Before 2011, and for decades, the establishment of cultural associations and clubs was prohibited. These 

were considered the basic tools of the feminist movement, first for its formation, and second for spreading 

knowledge about women’s rights and mobilizing to advocate for women’s issues. Knowledge in general and 

feminist knowledge, in particular, was strenuous work in Syria under a tyrannical regime, which deprived 
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society in general of being open to knowledge outside its establishment and institutions. It prevented 

gatherings, confiscated freedom of opinion and expression, and prevented the founding of parties, 

associations, and forums. Feminists were forbidden to expand their activities in raising awareness of 

women’s rights. The media and educational curricula were monitored, censored, and subjected to a 

tyrannical mentality for more than seven decades. This resulted in the ignorance of the Syrian people, 

especially women. 

Generations of women departed from this life without realizing the injustice they experienced, and without 

witnessing any progress in women’s basic rights in Syria, especially those that affect their lives, such as 

inheritance, marriage, and individual rights like the right to choose a spouse, obtain a divorce, custody of 

children, and others. The main reason behind this ignorance is political tyranny, which uses knowledge as a 

tool to consolidate its power. It used media tools to serve its agenda, silenced voices, confiscated freedoms, 

prevented assemblies, and restricted community and civil work to its institutions alone. 

The second reason for the absence of feminist knowledge is the nature of Syrian society, which considers 

women to be of lower class than men. Education is for boys first and then girls. Therefore, women’s access 

to knowledge was much less than men’s, if we exclude some women from affluent classes. 

Women began to form groups and disseminate feminist knowledge in conjunction with the civil movement 

that appeared in Syria in 2000, known as the Damascus Spring, especially after the spread of Internet and 

the establishment of specialized women’s websites, where some feminist researchers and small feminist 

groups published their articles and papers. However, these attempts remained limited and were not able to 

reach broad categories of Syrian women. Here we must mention that it is not possible to call the activities 

of these groups a movement, as the Syrian feminist movement did not mature as a movement except after 

2011, when feminist organizations began to develop their vision on many political, legal, economic, social, 

and cultural issues. 

Feminist knowledge and empowerment are the basis for consecrating rights and advocating for women’s 

rights socially, legally, and politically. To develop a strategic plan for feminist organizations and activists to 

work on knowledge empowerment, we need to start with the challenges they face and analyze them. The 

most important of these challenges are: 
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1- Banning and hindering the work of feminist organizations that strive to raise awareness of women’s 

rights and feminist thought. 

2- Modest knowledge production by Syrian women when compared to the enormous feminist 

knowledge production and theories that develop daily around the world. 

3- Few translations of feminist books into Arabic. 

4- The lack of access to the ideas of Syrian feminists and their knowledge production because of the 

unavailability of translations into other languages. 

5- Disagreement between Syrian feminists on priorities regarding what they want to disseminate to 

the different and diverse Syrian communities. 

Knowledge empowerment is an integrated process that can be divided into: 

1- Producing feminist knowledge: Feminist organizations suffer from insufficient support with regards 

to the production of studies and research that analyze the conditions of Syrian women, their needs, 

and their aspirations in all Syrian regions and countries of asylum. 

2- Access to knowledge: Empowering women requires access to modern devices and technologies, and 

it also requires women to have the ability to access organizations that provide knowledge 

empowerment for women in particular, and society in general. 

3- Disseminating knowledge: It is noted that the majority of organizations, when working through 

workshops and training, target segments and women close to their circles, and there is a recurrence 

in the persons benefiting from these activities with no means of measuring the impact of these 

activities on the broad segment of women, while the target segment should include all groups of 

society. 

Key Messages 

First message: Strengthening the role of feminist organizations in producing studies and research 

that analyze the situation of Syrian women inside Syria and in countries of asylum, and their needs 

and aspirations . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 
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 Urging international organizations to allocate part of the support and assistance to women 

organizations that conduct studies and research on women’s conditions, needs, and rights . 
 Training knowledgeable and competent feminist activists on feminist social research methodology . 
 Reaching out to female specialists in social research and encouraging them to engage in feminist 

social research . 
 Conducting specialized studies for each of the Syrian geographical regions, neighboring countries of 

asylum, and distant countries of asylum . 
 Supporting feminist organizations in developing partnerships with national, regional, and international 

research centers with the aim of developing knowledge on women’s issues . 
 Supporting feminist organizations and research centers to translate international research, studies, 

and books with the aim of disseminating feminist knowledge. 
 Supporting feminist activists who desire to acquire more feminist knowledge, especially on modern 

feminist theories and their developments. 
 Supporting feminist activists who want to strengthen their foreign language to enable them to access 

untranslated international feminist knowledge productions. 
 Networking between feminist organizations to share research and coordinate among them to 

exchange experiences and research projects. 
 Building on existing feminist research - any research that gives recommendations and ideas for further 

research instead of starting from scratch, since scientific research is an integrative process. 
 Cooperation between all feminist organizations and initiatives with the Syrian Feminist Platform by 

providing it with research, studies, and lessons learned. 
 

Second message: Empowering women to access knowledge. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Holding training and workshops aimed at empowering women by introducing them to their rights and 

the concepts of feminism, gender equality, and combating violence against women. 
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 Bridging the knowledge gap about women’s rights among women in all the regions of Syria, regardless 

of their affiliations, circumstances, and conditions. 
 Empowering women to use the Internet and social media to introduce them to audiovisual feminist 

knowledge production. 
 Exchanging experiences between feminist activists and women on the ground. The goal is not 

educational as much as it is the exchange of theoretical and practical knowledge. 
 

Third message: disseminating knowledge to all segments of society. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Working on producing visual knowledge because of its quick reach and ability to influence. 
 Awareness-raising and advocacy campaigns are important tools in cognitive empowerment. 
 Focusing on the fact that the feminist cause does not concern women alone, but rather the entire 

society to achieve a strong and healthy society.  

Roles: 

● International organizations play an important role in supporting the knowledge empowerment of 

feminist organizations, and it is necessary for them to embrace the importance of deepening 

feminist knowledge in the Syrian context, support feminist research and studies, especially in the 

field, and not limit their support to training. 

● Feminist organizations play a very important role in disseminating feminist knowledge to all 

segments of society, women, men, youth, and children. 

● Feminist organizations play an important role in holding workshops and community dialogues that 

aim to exchange experiences between these organizations and the targeted communities. 

● Feminist organizations devote part of their activities to immediate and permanent advocacy 

campaigns, focusing on audiovisual production and using social media to spread feminist 

knowledge. 
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Sixth: Communication and access: 

Context: 

Freedom of expression is considered a basic human right and is protected according to the International 
Human Rights Law. 

The media constitutes the fourth power in democratic societies. It guarantees free access to information 
and enhances participation through discussions, dialogues, transparency, and accountability of decision-
makers. It is the voice of society of all sects and colors, and it must raise the voice of women and challenge 
gender stereotypes. For any gender imbalance in the media will increase the gender imbalance that already 
exists in society. 

Talking about freedom of expression is considered a kind of luxury in totalitarian regimes that seek to 
control the media and harness its power to act as propaganda and a voice for one party. 

Mainstream media is no longer the only means of communication between people. Rather, social media 
has become an important supplement to the media in conveying the voice of the masses and has provided 
the opportunity for marginalized groups to make their voice heard. 

The arts, in all their visual and audio forms, also play an important role in changing public opinion and 
conveying political, social, and humanitarian messages. 

Unfortunately, the great powers that own the economy control the media and try to direct the media and 
mislead public opinion in order to serve their interests. These powers, with their conservative majority, 
stand in the way of all the forces of change that would serve those who cannot make their voices heard, 
and people who do not have the economic power that enables them to spread the true narrative of their 
struggles against the forces of domination and control. In return, the free forces and marginalized groups 
are doing what they can to make their voices and narratives heard through social media, which has become 
full of popular demands and, in return, counter-hate speech. 

In this context, feminists seek to spread their ideas on women’s rights, gender equality, and combating 
violence against women and girls using traditional mainstream media and social media networks, despite all 
the challenges. 

Twelve years ago, Syria topped the news headlines around the world, after the peaceful movement during 
the Arab Spring, and the right to freedom of expression and opinion was at the forefront of what the 
peaceful movement called for in 2011. That movement also used social media as an important tool in 
expressing its demands and mobilizing its forces. Syrians found Facebook, Twitter, and other social media 
platforms a most powerful tool for expressing citizens’ opinions, and the role of alternative media and 
citizen journalism emerged. 

All parties to the conflict have targeted journalists, activists, and citizen journalists from different 
backgrounds, because of their quest to tell the truth about what is happening in Syria. 

Legal framework for the media in Syria: 
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After the Baath Party came to power in 1963, the media came under government control, all independent 
media were abolished, and the media became completely affiliated with the public sector. It became the 
spokesperson for the ruling party. 

While mixed ownership appeared in the media after the privatization that was introduced to Syria in 2001. 

In 2011, Media Law No. 10826 was issued. It imposed penalties of up to imprisonment for any discourse 
opposing what was published in the official media. Based on this law, the National Media Council was 
established, which regulated the media sector until 2016, when it was abolished as a result of the 
amendments to the Media Law, and supervisory authority was restored to the Ministry of Information. 

The so-called Cybercrime Law was also issued in 202227, and is considered an additional tool to suppress 
freedom of expression and opinion, especially Articles 27, 28, and 29. These articles stipulate the 
punishment of anyone who publishes content that damages the reputation of the state or the constitution 
or undermines confidence in national banknotes or their exchange rates specified in bulletins. 

This was accompanied by a ban on the formation of associations, which restricted the ability of any feminist 
activist to spread her ideas, reach masses of women, and influence society. 

After the year 2000, some feminists tried to publish various articles on emerging websites, and two feminist 
websites were established, the Syrian Women Observatory and Al-Thara, on which some feminists 
published articles defending women's rights. However, access to these sites by the public remains limited 
and confined to a small group of interested men and women. 

Some female screenwriters also contributed to writing television series that carried a changing ideology, in 
which women were removed from the prevailing stereotype, and these series carried free-thinking ideas 
related to women’s rights. 

After 2011, social media was used by male and female civil activists to express their opinions, and to 
harness these means for advocacy campaigns and making statements. Many intellectuals and artists 
focused on using media, art, and social media to build a Syrian narrative that contrasts with the narrative 
promoted by the political and religious forces controlling public opinion. 

  

Key Messages: 

 

First message: Mainstreaming the gender perspective in the media. Gender-sensitive journalism 
means ensuring gender balance and equality in media coverage. 

 

                                                           
26 https://www.syrianlaw.com/?page=news_read&threadid=586 
27 https://moct.gov.sy/news-0015 
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 Recommendations and actions: 

 Training and awareness-raising for journalistic and media personnel: training workshops for 
journalists on gender sensitivity in the media, Resolution 1325, and ethical rules for covering topics 
of gender-based violence and encouraging the production of media content that reflects the values 
of tolerance and equality. 

 Strengthening gender representation: Increasing the representation of women in the media and in 

decision-making positions in the media sector. Providing grants and training for female journalists, 

broadcasters, and women working in the media field. 
 Promoting balanced coverage: Providing balanced coverage of gender issues, talking about the 

experiences and opinions of women and men equally, training female experts in various fields, and 

exporting them to the media so that women become participants in the news industry. 
 Fighting stereotypes and discrimination against women and girls and reaching a media discourse 

that supports women’s issues and rights. 
 Establishing participatory relationships between media institutions and feminist organizations: 

allocating special programs to disseminate feminist thought and promote women’s rights and 

combat violence against women. 

 

Second message: Governance of the current media legislative environment and ensuring greater 
participation of women in media decisions and operations . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Structuring media institutions and demanding a media code of ethics that directly stipulates gender 

equality . 
 Imposing a gender quota and gender equality in the senior management of media organizations so 

that women are present in leadership positions and able to participate in decision-making . 
 Working on establishing a safe environment for female media workers: this could include improving 

legislation to protect female media workers and activists from sexual harassment and discrimination 

and encouraging safe reporting of any violations . 
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 Strengthening communication with the local community: listening to the voices of women in various 

regions. Encouraging media coverage of women's issues at the local level . 
 Maintaining freedom of expression while criminalizing hate speech against women . 

 

Third message: Taking advantage of social media and technology to spread feminist thought. 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Disseminating digital knowledge among women’s groups . 
 Strengthening digital security and protection for women, in particular female activists . 
 Using multiple e-platforms and not being limited to traditional ones . 
 Supporting the Syrian Feminist Platform, which aims to disseminate feminist knowledge, networking 

among feminist organizations, and highlighting their activities . 
 Supporting the websites and social media pages of feminist organizations and initiatives defending 

women’s rights . 

 

Fourth message: Using art to promote feminist thought . 

 

Recommendations and actions: 

 Mainstreaming the writing experience and preparing gender-sensitive writing exercises, that help 

create a feminist product and write history from a feminist point of view. 
 Using non-traditional creative means in projects dealing with feminist writing, to encourage women 

to reveal and share their stories and to enable them to break the silence. 
 Reaching out to dramatists/playwrights and fighting stereotypical images of women in art and 

drama and holding open meetings and discussions with filmmakers to analyze drama productions 

with a critical gender lens. 
 Focusing on supporting feminist investigative journalism through grants, provided that they are 

allocated to female journalists and activists who wish to report on women’s issues and problems. 
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Roles: 
● International organizations and donors play an important role in supporting media and artistic 

projects that contribute to spreading feminist thought among the masses and combating 

stereotypes and hate speech . 

● Feminist organizations play an important role in exporting feminist discourse by networking with 

media institutions, especially those interested in women’s issues, and urging indifferent 

institutions to pay more attention . 

●  The constant presence of feminist activists in the media shedding light on women’s issues . 

● Keeping channels of communication open between feminist organizations and social influencers, 

urging them to embrace women’s issues and contribute to media advocacy campaigns . 

●  Feminist organizations and activists reach out to dramatists and all other types of audiovisual 

arts . 

● Feminist organizations coordinate with media outlets and producers of all types of arts, so that 

their works include ideas that support women’s rights, combat discrimination and violence, and 

deviate from the stereotypes that have characterized artistic production . 
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Groups: 
The organization or initiative or feminist activist from the three tracks chooses the group through which it 
wishes to network, according to its goals and specialization, and seeks to achieve the following: 

- Working within common human and gender standards. 
- Sharing, transferring, and promoting knowledge. 
- Disseminating access to resources according to specializations. 
- Supporting local initiatives through facilitation and partnerships. 
- Enhancing specialization in organizations and supporting capacity building accordingly. 
- Joint advocacy and lobbying operations. 
- Coordinating needs assessments and providing proposals and tools to mainstream feminist thought 

(feminist and women organizations and initiatives). 
- Setting priorities periodically. 
- Developing integrated specialized joint projects. 

 

 

 

First supporting objective : 
Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives affiliated with the previous thematic groups 
support the expansion of spaces for effective dialogue and consultation between activists and feminists 
from the first track and the feminist movement from the second and third tracks . 

Implementation mechanisms: 

 Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives support the implementation of 
effective spaces for exchanging expertise, experiences, and knowledge among feminist 
activists from the three tracks, and sharing updates on their work and their different contexts. 

 Supports the formation of activity access channels for ad hoc working groups to support their 
work. 

 Supports ongoing spaces to share local contextual updates regarding women’s issues. 

 Opens communication channels between the working groups and women-related events. 

Supporting objectives that intersect with the main objective :  
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 Supports the knowledge exchange and communication between feminist activists through 
electronic feminist knowledge platforms. 

 

 

Roles: 

 Feminist activists from the first track contribute to overcoming the procedural obstacles that 
prevent their ability to exchange and share information transparently . 

 Feminist activists from the second and third tracks support the existence and role of feminist 
activists from the first track . 

 Motivates public influencers to support women’s issues and combat violence against them . 

 Mobilizes and lobbies international decision-makers to change women-related policies . 

  

Second supporting objective : 

Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives work to promote sustainability factors . 

Implementation mechanisms: 

 Establishing solidarity networks that support organizations and initiatives while maintaining their 
independence . 

 Strengthening the capabilities of feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives 
at the individual and institutional levels . 

 Strengthening the role of existing e-platforms in disseminating and mainstreaming funding and 
capacity-building opportunities among feminist, women, and women-led organizations and 
initiatives . 

Roles: 

 Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives push to change the political and legal 
frameworks that limit the effectiveness of feminist work. 

 Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives share access to resources and build 
partnerships based on specialization. 

 Feminist, women, and women-led organizations and initiatives work to build long-term strategic 
partnerships at the financial, knowledge, and technical levels. 
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Third supporting objective : 
- Developing a clear and effective vision to ensure continuity of work and coordination after the end 

of the project . 

- Promoting the strategy at the international, national, and local levels . 

Implementation mechanisms: 

 Each ad hoc thematic group elects a representative to the Follow-up and Advocacy Committee. 
 The Follow-up and Advocacy Committee meets periodically to coordinate the work of the groups. 
 Adopt a follow-up and advocacy plan based on mutual consultations between the groups and the 

committee. 

 

 


